
SLBC BOWLS ETIQUETTE

Arrive for the game at least thirty (30) minutes before the scheduled start time, and endeavour to have correct money. Ensure you are wearing correct attire (neat and tidy clothes with a collared shirt, and authorised bowls shoes. Club uniform (shirt and pants) for championships and representative games).
Phones should not be used during a game, especially championships or representative games, unless it is a critical situation.

If you have nominated and are now unable to play, or if you are running late, please inform (in person or by phone) the Bowls Desk as quickly as possible in case call-in/s are required. For Social Bowls days, the Selector/s usually start at 11.00am so they should be informed as soon as possible from that time.   

Before the game starts, introduce yourself to any of the opposition, or teammates, you haven’t met before. Wish everyone well for the game.

Possession of the rink belongs to the team whose bowl is being played. When the bowl has come to rest, possession transfers to the other team, having allowed time for any toucher to be marked.  

When you are on the mat look to your skip for instructions, then watch your bowl to see where it finishes.

After the last bowl has been delivered before the Skips turn, always be ready to move to the other end. When walking to the other end go directly to the bank.  Don’t dawdle and stop and discuss the head and what the skip should do.  Remember the skip has just left the head and knows the situation.

Do not flap about in the head, even if rink is in your possession, and stand out of the line of the person on the mat and stay still. Ensure your shadow is not covering the head.
Always be ready to bowl, and always be aware of where the bowls are, and when it is your turn.  Do not enter into in-depth conversations as it can be very distracting and hold up play.

Seconds/Thirds and Skips need good communication.  If you ask a question, make it specific. When you answer a question, make your answer concise and not involve pointing to every bowl.  

When counting shots, do not kick bowls away that are in the count. The best policy is to place the shot bowls on a cloth.  Measure at once and if in any doubt, call the umpire if one is on duty.  Once called, the umpire must measure.  Clear bowls not involved in the measure, and stand back from the head and onto the bank.

When an end is complete, the lead of the team that won the last end should pick up the mat and place it where their skip wants, and all other bowlers at that end should kick back the bowls to at least a meter behind the mat.
The Skip who does not have the last bowl should pick up the mat after the end is complete.

After an end is complete where the person holding the scorecard is at the scoreboard end, the scorecard holder who didn’t win the end should update the scoreboard. 
The Leads are responsible for returning the Jack and mats to the mat box.

Remember that the Skip is the “Captain of the ship” and they have the final say on decisions, and their directions should be followed.
You should never applaud the oppositions bad or unlucky bowl.
How you speak to people is very important so courtesy at all times should be shown, even when people are difficult.  Our club has a reputation for being a very friendly club and we want to expand on this. You should work as a team, and encourage and support each other. Never criticise your teammates, particularly to your opposition.

Whether you have won or lost the game, you should go in and have a social time with your teammates and the opposition.
It is courteous to thank any Marker or Umpire involved in your game, and to offer to buy them a drink.
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